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Superintendent’s Bulletin

Sebring Meeting

Train shows!
Finally they are “back” to nearly “normal.” I define them as part
marketplace, part social event. With
fewer and fewer brick and mortar
hobby shops around, train shows
have become a great place to “build
your stock.”
I rarely come home from a train
show with less than a bag full of
“treasures.” Along the way I have
built some friendships with some of the “regular vendors,”
those guys you seem to see everywhere.
Since I’m semi-retired and spending a lot more time in
my train room I have noticed something. I have accumulated A LOT of “stuff.” When I saw it at a train show way
back when... I had to have it. Over time things change.
What was once my latest interest, isn’t so much anymore.
So what do you do with all of this “stuff?” Since I model
the present and back to ten years ago, I don’t have a use
for 40’ box cars with roofwalks, or cabooses. (I did keep a
few)
I now keep a box or two by my bench so that when I
come across some former treasure that doesn’t fit in any
longer, into the box it goes. I like to tinker and scratch
build detail pieces/loads so they go into another box.
A couple of years ago, Jim DiPoala and Mike Bradley
offered to share some table space at the Salem Train
Show. They were purging their excess stuff. We were now
on the other side of the tables turning our stuff into some
else’s treasure. It was fun even though I didn’t sell too
much. This year Mike and I, with several boxes of new
treasures signed up for Salem again. End result - we both
sold a bunch of stuff and now have money for our next
treasure. Who knows, at this rate I’ll be able to retire in
about 600 years and have a blast in the process. Keep
your box full - I’m always looking for my next treasure!

The January meeting was held at the Sebring Model
Railroad Club. A very nice HO scale layout was on display
with trains running. As an added bonus the Norfolk Southern ran several of its trains during the meeting.
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the Sebring Model
Railroad Club. A
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2021 - 2022 Division 1 Events
February - Kent Free Library
March - Kent Free Library
April - TBD
May - TBD
June - TBD
Interested in hosting a meeting?
Contact any Division 1 officer.

Sam Eisele, Superintendent
NMRA, MCR, Division 1
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Division 1, MCR, NMRA
Meeting Minutes
January 16, 2022
1. Welcome: ~ Call to order: 2:08 PM
~ by Bob Ashley, Jr.
~ Participants: 9 members.
~ Location: Sebring Model Railroad Club.
2. Clerk: Jeff Stone, not present
~ Previous meeting minutes published in Peddler freight.
~ Motion to approve minutes, (Bob Ashley, Sr., John Spinks) unanimously approved.
3. Treasurer: Mike Bradley
~ Checking account balance $5,4855.88
~ Module Fund balance $1953.37
~ CD balance $3,191.79
~ Money Market balance $10,029.70
~ Total assets $18.707.37
~ Motion to approve treasurer report subject to audit (John Spinks, Bob Ashley, Sr.) unanimously approved.
4. Superintendent: Sam Eisele, not present
5. Peddler Freight: Bruce Hukill:
~ Mailed copies now stands at ten.
6. Membership Committee: Jim Peters, not present
7. Clinic Committee: Jim Dipaola, not present
8. Achievement Committee: Lloyd Horst
~ Lloyd referenced an article in the January issue of the NMRA magazine on pages 26 - 29. As some members do not
receive the magazine, the article will be published in the February Peddler Freight.
~ A recommendation was made that a list of members and the achievement certificates they have earned be listed on
the division website. This will allow members to have a contact when working on their own certificate.
9. Module Committee: Lloyd Horst:
~ Lloyd Horst has volunteered to take over the module committee. Bob Ashley, Jr. stated he has stepped down as chair
but plans to stay involved with the modules.
~ The modules will not be set up at the 2/19/22 Canfield show. The modules will be up and running for the Mt. Hope
Show on 3/19/22. Members are needed to help set up on Friday afternoon, March 18. Please contact Lloyd Horst if
you can help. (330) 465-7402
10. Facebook Committee: Jim Dipaola, not present
11. Old Business: Bob Ashley, Jr.:
~ The vote on helping Div. 4 with the 2024 regional convention was tabled until it is known exactly what “help” is
needed. Bob Ashley, Jr., Jim DiPaola, Michael Bradley and Sam Eisele will contact Div. 4 and get the specifics and
report at the February meeting.
12. New Business: Bob Ashley, Jr:
~ Bob Ashley, Sr. asked if a reservation had been made for the December 2022 luncheon. Due to the present volatility
of the restaurant industry, it was decided to make reservations in October, 2022.
13. Bring and Brag:
~ Various examples of “rusted models” where displayed and described by their owners. John Spinks, Glenn Yoder,
Bob Ashley, Jr. and Bruce Hukill brought in items.
~ Bob Ashley, Sr. displayed an HO Mini Metals pickup truck and speed boat.
14. Good of the Order/Announcements:
~ The new chairs in the Sebring Model Railroad Club are from the Masonic Temple in Denison.
~ 50/50 raffle, $58.00 sold, $29.00 to Division.
15. Adjournment:
~ Motion to adjourn (Glenn Yoder, Lloyd horst) approved.
~ Time: 2:44 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Bruce Hukill, substituting for Jeff Stone, Clerk
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www.indyjunction2022.org

PEDDLER FREIGHT SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Division 1 has moved to email publishing of the Peddler Freight. There is no cost for the email Peddler Freight. However,
if you want to receive the Peddler Freight by regular mail, Division 1 requests that you subscribe in order to support the
cost of printing and mailing. Under current rules, you will NOT be denied a copy of the Peddler Freight if you do not subscribe, but your support for Division 1 would be appreciated.
SUBSCRIPTION COST: $5.00 for the publishing year September, 2021 through June, 2022.
Make checks payable to: Division 1 - MCR - NMRA
Mail to: Bruce Hukill, editor		
901 Wicket Dr.
Akron, OH 44307		

Name _________________________________________________________

PIKE AD: $5				

City ____________________________________ Zip ___________________

EMAIL SUBSCRIPTION (Free)		

Email _________________________________________________________

					

Subscription preference: Mail __________ Email _______________________

Address _______________________________________________________
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The Killbuck Valley Railroad - Installment 3 of 3
Scenery and Structures
by Matt Woods

I

ery is set in the fall and the track work is intended to be
consistent and continuous between each section.
Since the second installment, a fifth module was finished adding significantly to the diversity of the scenes and
adding modelgenic
interest. Follow
along as we highlight the features
of each module
through photos and
extensive captions.

n the first two installments featuring my proto-freelanced Killbuck Valley Railroad, I introduced the
general concept of this small, narrow gauge shortline
and, in the second installment, I
covered the scenic
base, track laying,
and basic landforms.
In this installment, we will look at
the scenic elements
and materials,
structures, and
details. Each of the
modules or sections has a distinct
appearance, but
many of the scenic treatments are
consistent amongst
them. As previously
covered, the scen-

(left) The Overton
Depot patiently waits
for daily mixed train
against an overcast
sky on Matt Wood’s
Killbuck Valley Railroad.
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The Overton depot module (left) includes a structure
that, although not necessarily intended to be a depot,
when placed on a scratch-built wooden platform and detailed with the Overton signs, has a depot appearance. This
is a resin structure that is dilapidated and heavily weathered,
reflecting the austere nature of the Killbuck Valley. This first
module includes a muddy road crossing and a small sheep
pasture. These features, coupled with a high fall static grass
(Silflor early fall tone) and appropriately colored tufts (Vallejo
autumn), set the tone for the succeeding segments. The
color palette focuses on establishing three distinct levels or
zones going from the tannish green coloration of the grass
to the brownish thicket or undergrowth, followed by a scrub
tree layer consisting of painted Scenic Express SuperTree
material covered in burnt orange groundfoam. These three
layers were used consistently on most of the modules where
appropriate. The muted coloration reinforces a mid-to-late
fall setting. Using a variety of grass or tuft lengths gives a
natural appearance. The muddy dirt road was built up from
¼” foamboard covered in air dry clay. Tire ruts were added
using an O-scale vehicle while the clay was still wet. Various
shades of brown were airbrushed on the road, along with dry
brushing. The crossing is made from textured basswood.
The crossing sign was scratch-built from wood and dry
transfer lettering was added. The sheep are Aspen Model Co.
white metal figures, hand-painted. The fence posts along the
right-of-way are wooden dowels stained and inserted into the
air dry clay. The overall scene is a convincing rural shortline
depot vignette that is waiting for the daily mixed train to
arrive.

The image to the right
and those on pages 5-6
are clickable links to the
websites of the products
named in Matt’s article.
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The second Killbuck Valley module represents the abandoned siding at Killbuck
Valley Mine No. 3. It features the ruined
remains of the abandoned mine and a tipple siding
that has been torn up. The stratified foam rock
with visible coal seams and wooden beams strewn
about gives a sense of history to the simple scene.
The scene implies that the valley has a history of
coal mines that are in various stages of productivity without having to model an entire tipple. Balsa
ties were laid directly onto the foamcore between
the foam rock shelf and the mainline track. When
covered in cinder ballast and coal dust, along with
grass tufts, a convincing abandoned siding was
achieved. The goal was to have a lot of overgrown
vegetation along with the wooden elements. These
stained tipple remnants are detailed with nut and
bolt castings giving the appearance that they once
composed a structure. The brown thicket material
is an excellent product from Martin Welberg Scenics that, along with SuperTree material, creates a
natural backdrop. The trackside fence line and tall
dry grass tufts are a continuation of the Overton
depot scene. Both ends of this segment blend
fairly seamlessly with the Overton scene. As with
the rest of the Killbuck Valley modules, this scene
depicts a railroad that has seen better days.
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The Tree Line. The tree line is
the simplest of the Killbuck
Valley modules. As the name
suggests, it is little more than the
mainline trackage with a parallel tree
line and fence row separated by a
variety of grass tufts. This module
was actually created well before the
remaining Killbuck Valley scenes,
but the same configuration and
colorations were used. It is important with any model railroad to have
scenic dead space whereby there are
limited human elements and more
interesting scenes are separated. By
having simple scenery that implies
distance and space between villages
or stations, the realism of the model
railroad is enhanced. The tree line
scene uses extensive coverage of SuperTree material and Martin Welberg
golden autumn tufts. Vallejo autumn
tufts were added at a later time to
blend with the other modules. The
fence row, along with a wild turkey,
add interest to an otherwise ordinary
scene. It is possible that additional
detail elements will be added in the
future.
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As the name suggests, the
flag stop station of Poor is a
rather destitute stop along
the Killbuck Valley line. The station is a cobbled together shack
that provides the minimum of
shelter and also is a place for refueling locomotives. Coal is literally
dug out of the hillside and thrown
into a bunker. The layers of stratified coal seams are easily visible and retaining walls have
been built to prevent the bank from falling into the railroad.
Although the name suggests a down and out existence
amongst the nearby inhabitants, it is somewhat tongue-incheek. At one point, the coal was abundant and the people
were thriving. Agriculture and logging have taken over, so
things are not as bad as they might appear. The station was
built on a matte board substructure with individual boards
applied. The building has been repaired over time with
corrugated metal or anything that could be found. The coal
bunker next to the station is composed of textured balsa
wood and built board by board at the location. The general
scenic scheme and coloration has been maintained with the
Martin Welberg brown thicket and Vallejo tufts. A lone tree
by MBR, a Polish company, was placed next to the station.
The intention was to create a somewhat desolate appearing location that was carved out of the hillside. The small
balsa retaining walls add interest to the embankment. The
fence is maintained along the right-of-way and remnants of
past mining structures are embedded in the hillside. This
scene was built as a compliment to the Killbuck Mine No. 3
abandoned siding diorama, but is really just another isolated stop along the railroad. Additional details will be added
around the station in the future and the coal bunker.
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The scene at Old Mine is the
most complex of the various
dioramas included in my
Killbuck Valley Railroad. Although
not completely prototypical, this
section includes a small whistle
stop shelter modeled after an Ohio
River & Western prototype and a
scratch built freight station that
was built board by board on a
matte board substructure. In both
instances, the wood was stained
with MicroMark’s grey/brown stain
and the effect of faded and peeling
paint was achieved with red oxide
Pan Pastel brushed on each board
individually. The tar paper on the
structures is black construction
paper ripped and patched to look
highly weathered. The stock pen
next to the freight house was built
board by board on location. The
freight house also has a small
coal bunker for retail coal for nearby residents. Ideally, the freight
house and stock pen would be on
a separate siding, but with the limited traffic on the Killbuck
Valley line, they can normally unload freight and livestock
without interfering with the railroad traffic. Heavy use of
Vallejo tufts gives the scene a very overgrown appearance.
No one has the time or inclination to keep the grass and
weeds down. The stock pen allows for an opportunity to
paint inexpensive plastic animals to a higher standard and
change up the scene with different types of livestock. The
straw within the stock pen was made from chopped up jute
string. A hitching post was built in place next to the shelter.
An MBR tree was placed next to the passenger shelter
amongst some Martin Welberg thicket. Passengers or local
farmers would frequent this scene to drop off goods at the
freighthouse or pick up supplies. The scene is just one of
the many whistle stops throughout the valley and provides
relatively close access to the railroad for the locals. This
5th diorama is the last of the current modeled sections of
the Killbuck Valley line. Additional sections may be modeled in the future. Each section provides additional detailing opportunities and can be photographed with different
locomotives and rolling stock with different backgrounds
or outdoor locations.

I hope you have enjoyed this series of articles
and picked up some useful tips. For anyone not
currently building a layout, these small modules or
dioramas are a satisfying way to practice skills and
achieve a completed scene with minimal space.
-Matt Woods
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THIS MONTH’S MEETING
Sunday, February 20, 2022
Kent Free Library
312 West Main St.
Kent, OH 44255
A sale table will be available.
Meeting starts at 2 PM.
10th Year

10th Year
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MMR on an HCD?

Membership Report

Thank you Don Bonk and William Ward for renewing
your memberships. The Division 1 membership now
stands at 81.

During his report on the Achievement Program, Lloyd
Horst mentioned an article in the January issue of the
NMRA Magazine by Richard Kürschner describing how
one can earn the Master Model Railroader certificate
without having a basement empire size layout. Several
members stated they would like to see the article, but do
not subscribe to the magazine. The article describes how
a modeler seeking their MMR certificate need not have a
basement size layout. HCD stands for hollow-core door,
and Kürschner explains the many certificates that can be
earned within the space available on such a door. The
article is reprinted on pages 10-13 of this issue of the
Peddler Freight.

Jim Peters
Membership Chair

MCR 2024 Convention
Divison 4 has asked if Division 1 would help with the
Mid-Central Convention in 2024. This was discussed at
the November and January meetings, with many questions asked but no decision made. A committee has been
formed and it will communicate with Division 4 and to determine what specific help they need from Division 1. The
committee will report its findings and then the membership
can decide if the division will participate.

Train Shows and Open Houses
Medina Train & Toy Show - February 6
Medina Fairgrounds
Medina, OH 44256
Admission - $6.00			
9 AM - 3 PM

Mt. Hope Train & Toy Show - March 19
Mt. Hope Event Center
8076 St. Rt. 241, Mt. Hope 44666
(for GPS use Millersburg, Oh 44654)
Admission - $5.00			
10 AM - 4 PM

Div. 1 HO Modules will be running!

Mansfield Train Show - February 13
Fairhaven Hall, Richland County Fair Grounds
750 N. Home Rd., Mansfield, Ohio 44906
Admission - $7.00			
10 AM - 3 PM

Div. 5 Railfest - Model Railroad Show - March 19 - 20
Lakeland Community College
7700 Clocktower Dr., Kirtland, Ohio 44094
Admission - $8.00			
10 AM - 4 PM

Canfield Train and Toy Show - February 19
Canfield Fair Grounds - New Event Center
7265 Columbiana, Canfield, OH 44406
Admission - $6.00			
10 AM - 3 PM

Train Collectors Assoc. - Spring Show - March 26
UAW Hall 5615 Chevrolet Blvd., Parma, Ohio 44130
Admission - $8.00			
10 AM - 3 PM

Independence Train Show - March 5
Independence High School Fieldhouse
6001 Archwood Rd., Independence, OH 44131
Admission - $7.00			
10 AM - 3 PM

Iron and Steel Spring Rail Fest - April 2
All Gauge Model Train Show and Expo
St. Mary’s Assumption Social Center
356 S. Belle Vista Avenue, Youngstown, Ohio 44509
Admission. $7 pp, 12 and under free
10 AM - 3 PM
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PEDDLER FREIGHT
901 Wicket Dr.
Akron, OH 44307
Publication of Division 1 - MCR - NMRA
The Akron, Canton, Youngstown Division

First Class

Division 1 Officers
Superintendent - Sam Eisele		
Asst. Superintendent
Treasurer - Mike Bradley		

330-322-3487
330-325-7622

Division 1 Appointees
Clerk - Jeff Stone		
PF Editor - Bruce Hukill		

330-356-0486
330-571-4037

Division 1 Volunteer Positions
Achievement Program - Lloyd Horst
Apparel - OPEN
Christmas Dinner - Randy Dettmer
Clinics - Jim DiPaola		
Exhibitions
- Matt Woods
		
- Lloyd Horst
Membership
- Jim Peters

330-465-7402
330-653-3537
330-297-5571
330-465-8724
330-465-7402

Modules:
HO/Chair - Lloyd Horst		
NTRAK/T-TRAK - Don Bonk		

330-465-7402
330-418-6860

Roster - OPEN
Webmaster - Steve Zapytowski

330-715-3444

WHO TO CONTACT IN
DIVISION 1
AND THE NMRA
Mid-Central Region
President - David Neff
email: mcrprez@nmra.org
National Model Railroad Association
President - Gordon Robinson
email: president@nmra.org
The Peddler Freight is published each
month September through November
and January through June. Opinions
expressed in this issue may not
represent the opinions of the Editor,
Division 1, MCR or NMRA.
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